Doctrine of the Church

The is the universal fellowship of believers who meet visibly in local assemblies

The church is the universal congregation of every single believer in Christ throughout the entire world. Every member of the Church is a part of the body of Christ and the body itself (1 Cor. 12:12). The universal Church is made up of local congregations of believers, or churches, who are all united under the headship of Christ (Eph. 1:22-23). The church is both visible (local churches) and invisible (universal body of Christ). 

The church is the body of Christ, the temple of the Holy Spirit, and the people of God. 

The church is the universal body of Christ made up of many different members with many different tasks (1 Cor. 12). As the body of Christ the church is called to have unity, diversity, and interdependence on one another. Every single member of the body is important for the body to be healthy. The church is also the temple of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 3:16) and because of that the Holy Spirit gifts the church with spiritual gifts (1 Cor 12-14), strengthens the church (Acts 1:8), and dwells among the members of the church. The Church is also the people of God, not an ethnic Israelite people of God, but a community of believers who are given the right to be called children of God through faith in Christ (Heb. 4). 

The church is a community of love

The church needs to be a place marked with love (Jn. 13:35), forgiveness (Mt. 18:21-22), help (Mt. 10:42), and fellowship (Php. 2:1-2). The church is a community of believers united in love for one another and Christ. 

The purpose of the church

There are many purposes of the church. One purpose of the church is to worship and glorify God on earth. The church is called to worship God (Ps. 150) and to glorify his name on earth (Ro. 15:15-16). The church is a community of believers who worship God for what He has done, what He is doing now, and what He will do in the future. Another purpose of the church is to evangelize the world. The task of the church is to bring the Good News to every part of the world (Matt. 28:19-20). Mission is the call of every believer and can be done anywhere. To share Christ with those who don’t know Him is the true vocation of every believer. The church is also called by Jesus Christ to make disciples; teaching and instructing them in faith. The church is to be a place were believers are trained in righteousness towards maturity (Eph. 4:11-15). This training comes through teaching, discipleship, and encouragement. The purpose of the church comes from the Head of the church, Jesus Christ. 

The church is multidirectional in perspective

The church draws from scripture, tradition, faith, and reason for its direction in life. The church looks back to where it came from; from creation, to the desert, to Jerusalem, to captivity, to the cross, to Pentecost, to Rome, to the Reformation, to the Great Awakening, to the denominational movements to the present. The church also looks to the future in anxious anticipation for the return of Christ (Revelation). When Christ does return He will take His bride to the wedding feast and to the new heaven and earth to reign with Him. Due to this multidirectional perspective of life the church is a pilgrim in a land that is not its own. 
