For my accreditation with the Christian and Missionary Alliance I had to fill out a Doctrinal statement stating what I believed this is a copy of that Doctrinal Statement (revisited)

What are the attributes of God?

God is love (1 Jn 4:16); God is infinite in time (Ps. 48:14), space, and understanding (1 Jn. 3:20); God is an eternal (Rev 22:13) living (Jer. 10:10) personal Spirit (Jn 4:24), and humanity in the person of Jesus Christ (Php 2:6-7); God is constant (Mal 3:6); God is intimate with His creation (Ps. 144:3); God is holy (Ps. 99:9), righteous (Da 9:14), and just (Isa 30:18); God is graceful to those who seek him (Ro 3:22-24) and vengeful against those who do not (Na 1:2-3); God is faithful to all (Dt. 7:9); God is merciful (Dt. 4:31), God is not dependent on anything or anyone; God is transcendent in being and perfection (Ex. 15:11); God is omnipotent (all-powerful), omniscient (all-knowing), and omnipresent (all-present); God is the creator of all (Ge 1:1)

Explain your understanding of “one God” and “existing eternally in three persons”.

The doctrine of the trinity is often a difficult concept to understand because throughout the Bible God proclaims that he is one (Deuteronomy 6:4, I Timothy 2:5, Isaiah 44:6), yet there is also proof of the plurality in nature of the One true God. In the creation account in Genesis God says, “let us make man in our image (Gen 1:26) and the New Testament speaks of Jesus (Col. 1:15) and the Holy Spirit (Acts 5:3, 4) as being divine. Also at the time of Jesus’ baptism all three persons of the trinity were present (Matt. 3:16-17) and in Jesus’ great commission he instructs the disciples to baptize in the name of the Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit (Matt. 28:19). This means that the Trinity or the Godhead is three in nature (persons) and one in essence. All three persons of God (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit) have different roles, but they are completely equal and eternal. The one true God who the Israelites worshipped is the same God that we worship today. One in essence, three in person. 
What do you understand by “true God and true man” as applied to Jesus Christ?

In the person of Jesus Christ there was a hypostatic union, which is the union of two completely different natures; the divine and human natures. Christ was fully man which can be seen from the fact that he was born of a woman (Lk. 2:6-7), slept (Lk. 8:23), ate food (Jn. 21:13-15), wept in sadness (Jn. 11:35), walked the earth (Mk. 1:16), breathed (Lk. 23:46), grew up from a little boy to a man (Lk. 1:80), and did everything a simple man would do. He was also fully God during the time of the incarnation (Php. 2:6-8) and this union between the two natures was without confusion, change, division, or separation. 
Outline briefly your concept of atonement for sin indicating your understanding of “substitutionary sacrifice”.

Under the Levitical system the blood of animals was required as a proof of death (Heb. 9:18) to cleanse people from their defilement, and to make atonement for the sins worthy of death. Now it is the blood of Christ that was shed on the cross that cleanses us from sin and allows us to be in communion with God (Heb 9:13-14). As our High Priest Christ made the substitutionary sacrifice for the atonement of our sins and the sacrifice, which he made, was the sacrifice of Himself upon the cross. This atonement for sin is available to all who believe by faith that Jesus Christ is Lord and enters into a relationship with Him (Jn. 3:16)
How do you understand the nature of the resurrection of Jesus? What theological meaning does it hold for you?

Jesus Christ died on the cross as a substitutionary sacrifice for our sins and three days later he was raised from the dead. Jesus’ resurrection was a physical resurrection of the body from death to life (Acts 2:31-32). When Jesus was resurrected he was seen by many different people (1 Cor. 15:3-8) and had a resurrection body that was no longer limited by the physical (Lk. 24:36, Jn. 20:19). Without the resurrection of Christ we would still be dead in our sin but through the resurrection we are made alive in Christ (Ep. 2:4-6). Also if Christ would not have rose from the dead then our faith would be useless (1 Cor. 15:14). The resurrection of Christ proves that He is and was God and gives us hope that we too will be resurrected from the dead one day (1 Thes. 4:16)  

What is your understanding of the Holy Spirit as a “divine person”?

The Holy Spirit is one of the three persons in the Trinity. He is equal to both the Father and the Son and is as essential to the doctrine of the Trinity as the Father and the Son are. His divinity can be seen through his divine names of The Spirit of God (1 Cor. 6:11) and through his equality with the Father and the Son in the Great Commission (Mat. 28:19). 

What is the role of the Holy Spirit in the Church and the world during this present age?

The Holy Spirit has many roles in the life of the believer during the present age. The Spirit was sent to indwell the believer (Jn. 14:16-17), to guide (Rom. 8:14), to teach and reveal about God (Jn. 16:12-15), empower the believer through the filling of the Holy Spirit, to endow spiritual gifts (1 Cor 12), and to convince the world of its sin and need for God (Jn. 16:7-10)

What do you understand the following words to mean in the above statement?
· Inerrant- The Bible is the trustworthy and authoritative word of God that informs the world of the need for and the way to salvation. It is completely true in its message about God. Although it was written in a specific time to a specific audience and uses much poetry and symbolism there is no error in the message of the Bible. Whenever the Bible prescribes the content of our belief (doctrine) the pattern for our living (ethics) or a record of events (historical) it is completely without flaw or error. 
· Verbally inspired- God had a supernatural influence upon the human writers through the Holy Spirit which rendered their writings as an accurate record of the revelation of God. This supernatural influence results in what the human authors writing being the actual word of God. “All scripture is God breathed…” (2 Tim. 3:16) 
· Only rule- The Bible the Word of God and thus is the only authority to dictate how we should live, what we should believe, and who we should be. No other book can claim the authority that the Bible claims because God inspired the Bible for His people. Although there are other blessed texts and creeds none compare to the Word of God.
· Faith and practice- God’s Word is a lamp unto our feet and light for our path (Psalm 119:105). The Bible is our guide for how we should live and Who we should live for. It directs in the way we should live and gives us the guidance to become more like Christ (2 Tim 3:16). Scripture also reveals to us who God is and why He is worthy of our worship. It also explains our faith in Christ and from God’s Word we learn what we believe and why we believe it. 
What do you understand the following words to mean in the above statement?

“The image and likeness of God”
There are many implications to being created in the image and likeness of God. Being created in the image of God means that we reflect the nature of God to the world and one another, we have a unique place in creation, we will never be perfect even though we were created in the image of a perfect God, and we are dependent on our creator. It does not mean that God looks like you or I, but when we are in a relationship with God we reflect God’s image and nature (2 Cor. 3:18) as we become more like Him. 
“Born with a sinful nature”
We are all born with a sinful nature because of the sin of Adam and Eve in Gen. 3. Ephesians 2:1-3, clearly states that we are all born with an evil nature and this inherent sinfulness is known as total depravity. All men and women throughout time and space have been born sinful and we all fall short of God’s glorious mark (Rom 3:23). The moment that Adam sinned sinfulness entered humanity and has been passed down from generation to generation (Rom. 5:12).  

“Separated from the life of God”

The sinfulness of man results in separation between God and humanity. Our sin makes us enemies of the Holy God and thus separates us from God (Col. 1:21). There is nothing that we can do on our own to be reconciled to God. It is only through a relationship with Christ and ultimately through His death on the cross that we can once again be reconciled into communion with God (Col. 1:19-20) 

“Existence forever in conscious torment”

Gehena, or Hell is the final resting place for the wicked after the judgment of God in the end. Those who do not acknowledge Christ as their Savior will be thrown into a lake of fire (Rev. 20:11-15) that is also described in the gospels as an “unquenchable fire” (Matt 3:12), a place of “everlasting darkness” (Jude 1:13), and a place of weeping and gnashing of teeth (Matt. 13:50).
“Everlasting joy and bliss”

For those who do acknowledge Christ as their Savior their ultimate end is spending eternity in heaven with God (Php. 3:19-21). Revelation talks about the new heaven and the new earth where all those who have washed their robes white in the blood of the Lamb will have the freedom to worship God before his throne forever (Rev. 21). For all of eternity the followers of the Lamb will get to worship Him, which will be everlasting joy and bliss. 

"the impenitent and unbelieving"

Those who do not submit their lives to the will of God and continue to turn away from Him are considered the unbelieving (Heb. 3:12). The impenitent and unbelieving are the antithesis to the people of God and are often described in scripture by the picture of “the world” that is in defiance of God and His people (Jn. 15:18-21). 

What do you understand by the term “salvation”?

Salvation is God’s redemptive work through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ to reconcile humans, who are sinful and separated from God, with Himself. Salvation allows us to experience a fullness of life and gives us a hope for the future that we will one day be reunited with our God when we die (Romans 14:7-8). Salvation is available to all who humbly submit themselves to Christ and who by faith believe that Christ is the only way to achieve salvation (Jn. 8:24, Acts 4:12). Salvation is a future event anticipated and partly experienced based on our justification and sanctification.

In what sense is it provided “only through Jesus Christ”?

The Bible is explicit that salvation is provided through Jesus Christ only. “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father, but through Me” (Jn. 14:6). There is no other way to be reconciled with the Father except through repentance of one’s own sin and belief that Jesus Christ is Lord (John 8:24). The reason that Jesus Christ is the only way salvation is because He was the substitutionary sacrifice for our sins when he died on the cross (Col. 1:20) 
Define “repent”

Repentance is an acknowledgement of one’s own sin and a turning away from that sin. When we repent we are acknowledging that we are sinful and fallen and that we need God. We repent and then turn to God (Acts 3:19). It is humbly asking forgiveness from God for our sinfulness and realizing that through Christ alone forgiveness is made possible (Acts 2:38). True repentance can be seen in the life of the believer by the fruit of their deeds (Acts 26:20).
What do you understand by the term “believe”?

Belief or faith in the Biblical sense is trusting whole-heartedly that Jesus Christ is God and through a relationship with Him we can have a new life with God (John 20:31). Faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see (Hebrews 11:1). Although we have never seen God we believe that he loves us and desires to be in relationship with us. Through our belief or faith we are saved by the redemptive work of Jesus (Eph. 2:8-9).
How do you distinguish “repent and believe” on the one hand from “born again” on the other?
The difference between repenting and believing and being born again is the timing of the distinct events. We are born again by the blood of Christ when we repent of our sins (1 John 1:9) and believe that Jesus Christ is Lord (1 Peter 1:21-23). 

Briefly state what you understand by the term “justified”

Justification is a point in time in the life of the believer by which God on the basis of the merits of Christ declares us righteous. Justification is the point were God through work of the Holy Spirit, and the redemption of Christ’s death on the cross, cleanses us from our deadly sin (1 Cor. 6:11) and makes us new creations in Him (2 Cor. 5:17). It is justification by the grace of God through faith of the believer in Jesus Christ. 

Briefly define sanctification with reference to the believer.

Sanctification is “a separation from sin and a dedication to God” (A.B. Simpson). It is both an event that happens in time and an ongoing process in which we are changed in our nature to be more like Christ. Throughout the Bible God commands His people to be holy and set apart from the sinfulness of the world (Lev. 11:45, 1 Thes. 4:3-8). Sanctification is the consecration from sin in the believer’s life through the holiness of God in which the believer is separated from sin, dedicated to God, and conformed to the will and likeness of God. Sanctification is made possible only through the work of Jesus Christ on the cross, the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, and an intimate relationship with God. 
What do you understand by:
“filled with the Holy Spirit”

There are two main facets found in Scripture that we need to understand about the filling of the Holy Spirit. The first is a filling of the Holy Spirit for a specific activity. This is seen in John the Baptist (Lk. 1:15), Elizabeth (Lk. 1:41), Zechariah (Lk. 1:47), on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:4), Peter (Acts 4:8), Bezalel son of Uri (Ex. 31:3), and Paul (Acts 9:17). The other facet of being filled with the Holy Spirit is a continued influence or control in the life of the believer by a filling of the Spirit, which leads us towards holiness (1 Cor. 6:19-20). 
“sanctified thoroughly”

To be sanctified thoroughly means that every aspect of your life is touched or affected by the Holy Spirit towards the pursuit of holiness. It is a dedication of one’s entire self in the pursuit of holiness and an allowing of the Holy Spirit to make one Holy. It is an entire surrender of every aspect of our life to God and a separation of ourselves from that which is unholy.  

“separated from sin”

The believer who has repented of his sins is no longer bound by the slavery of sin but is set free the bondage of sin by the Son (John 8:34-36). Through the process of sanctification we separate ourselves from sin and dedicate our whole self to God. God calls us to separate from this sinful world (2 Cor. 6:17) and dedicate ourselves to Him. Through the indwelling of the Spirit (Gal. 5:16), the intercession of Jesus (Heb. 7:25), and the confession of sin (1 John 1:9) we can be separated from sin. 

“fully dedicated”

“For me to live is Christ, to die is gain” (Php. 1:21). Being fully dedicated to Christ means living a life complete dependence on Christ. It means seeking Him daily through prayer and bible study (Deut. 4:29), abiding in His presence (John 15:4), following Him regardless of the cost, and submitting yourself daily to the will of God (James 4:7) and shunning evil. It is being on fire for Christ rather than being lukewarm or cold (Rev 3:15-16). 

How may sanctification be designated as a “distinct event”?

Sanctification is a distinct event in the sense that there is a point in every believer’s life when the believer decides to surrender everything to Christ, dedicate themselves to pursuit of holiness, and separate themselves from sin and evil.  It is at this point that we become sanctified through the death of Jesus Christ on the cross (Heb. 10:10). We do not become sanctified by our dedication or separation from sin but only through Christ’s blood. This is a distinct event that happens in the course of time in a follower of Christ’s life. 

How may sanctification be designated “a progressive experience”?

Sanctification is also a process throughout the lifetime of the believer through which the believer through the power of the Holy Spirit, the grace of God, and the blood of Christ becomes holy and more like Jesus. Those who are sanctified are called to be holy (1 Cor. 1:2) and this process of holiness is a progressive experience that followers of Christ should experience. 
What are some of the evidences of a sanctified life?
The main evidence of a sanctified life is that people can see God through the life of the sanctified believer (Heb. 12:14). This means that every aspect of a sanctified follower of Jesus reflects the holiness of God and the vitality of the Holy Spirit in one’s life. It is not the outward appearance that shows that one is sanctified (neat, tidy clothes and hair) but the inward love (Jn 13:35), hope (Col. 1:27), peace (Heb. 12:14), joy (1Pt. 1:8-9), and holiness (2 Cor. 7:1) that is the evidence of a wholly sanctified life. 
What is the scriptural basis for the position that physical healing is provided in the redemptive work of Christ?

“But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed” (Is 53:5). Christ’s death on the cross was not only redemptive for our sinful nature, but our fallen physical nature as well. Death and sin entered the world through the fall and it is god’s will that humanity be completely liberated from the effects of the fall (Rev. 21:4) Throughout the Gospels there are stories of Jesus healing those who are sick (Matt 8, Lk 8, Mt 4:23) and Jesus Christ is still healing those who are sick (Heb. 13:8). God redeemed his people through the death of Christ in every aspect of their lives (Lk. 1:68)

Do you believe physical healing is the privilege of the believer today?

I do believe that healing is a privilege of being a follower of Christ. We must have faith in Christ to be healed (Mat. 9:22), but it is not our faith that heals us but Christ through his redemptive work on the cross through which we are healed. In every situation, whether sickness or health, God works his purposes out for good in the lives of his followers (Rom. 8:28). This ongoing work includes healing the sick and helping the hurting. 

In your opinion, how does divine healing fit into the modern scene of medical science?

I believe that divine healing and modern medical science fit together very well. I often hear stories about followers of Christ who are healed divinely by God that baffle doctors and scientists. I also hear about devout Christians who have faith to be healed and are healed through medicine or medical treatments. Medicine and divine healing go hand in hand and I believe that to be fully healed you need to have a balance of both faith and medicine. If you chopped your arm off it would be foolish to simply pray for god to grow a new one and not go to the emergency room, and at the same time it would be foolish not to rely on God in faith to heal you and just rely on medicine. 
What is the relationship of the local church to the universal Church?

The church is the visible organized expression of the body of Christ one earth (1 Cor. 12:27). It is made up of many different parts/local congregations (1 Cor. 12:12). Each local church regardless of denomination makes up the body of the universal or catholic church. Thus the church is not the building, but the people that fill the building, and each local congregation makes up a part of the universal congregation of which Christ is the head (Eph. 1:22-23). 

What things are essential for a local church to in fact be a church?

A church is a group of believers (Mt. 18:20) who are joined together and meet together (Acts 2:46) to celebrate Christ. Among whom the Bible is preached (2 Tim. 4:2), God is worshiped (Ps. 150), there is fellowship and growth among the members, and service and evangelism is engaged in. A church is not a building, but the people in the building (1 Cor. 12:27)

Why is it important to establish local churches?
It is important to establish local churches because the church is the visible body of Christ on earth and it is through the church that those who do not know God will come to know God. It is also a place for those who already are in a relationship with Christ to grow in their faith together with other believers (Prov. 27:17) and learn more about their faith and the Word. The local church is a place to worship God, grow in faith, serve others, and share Christ. 
 
What do you believe the Scriptures teach about when in persons' life they should be baptized?

A person should be baptized after they receive Christ as their personal Lord and Savior and as a sign of their faith and commitment to Him.

What is the purpose and meaning of the Lord’s Supper?
When Jesus instituted the Lord’s Supper in the Gospels he said “…do this in remembrance of me” (Lk. 22:19, 1 Cor. 11:24-25). The purpose of the Lord’s Supper is remembrance of what God has done for us and it allows us to enter into the drama of the redemption of humanity. The bread and the wine are symbols of Christ’s body and blood that he shed on the cross to save us from our sin. As believers we have the privilege to partake in the “elements” and remember the love God has for us and what he has done and continues to do for us. 
What does the term “bodily resurrection” mean?

When Christ returns all those who have died will have a bodily resurrection (1 Thess. 4:14-17). Our resurrection bodies will not be like our present ones and will be like Jesus’ resurrection body because he was the first fruit of what is to come (1 Cor. 15). There will be a judgment for everyone, the followers of the Lamb will receive life and the enemies of God will receive judgment.  

How do you define “imminent”?

The imminent return of Christ mean that Christ is assuredly going to return in glory and majesty (1 Thess. 4:16), but we have no clue of the time or the date (1 Thess. 5:1-2). There will be signs in the world that he will return (Mat 24:6) and we can be sure that soon Christ will return and bring with Him a new heaven and a new earth and defeat evil once and for all (Revelation [the whole book]). 

How does belief in the imminent return of Christ motivate holy living?

Belief in the imminent return of Christ motivates the believer to live a holy life and to share Christ because as we await our Master's return we must be faithful in doing his business (Lk. 12). We have a hope that one day Christ will return and make all things new, and until then we as followers of the Lamb ought to live as though our master has already returned (and he has through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit). 

Describe your view of Christ’s return. How does it motivate you to complete Christ’s commission of global evangelism?

Revelation speaks about the return of Christ that every eye will see him and everyone will then know who He is (Rev. 1:7). When Christ returns there will be judgment for sin and reward for righteousness, and people from every tongue, tribe, and nation will bow down and worship God (Rev 7:9-10). Knowing this motivates believers to share Christ because people will not hear the gospel of Christ if the church does not preach it (1 Jn 1:2-3). It motivates us to be bold knowing that Christ is coming soon and we only have a short time to share Christ with the world. 

